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said base | including a clamping assembly adapted for 
securing the bottom rail, the slats and the top rail of said 

window co^Aering in a side-by- side arrangement atop said 
cutting surface \so that the bottom rail, the slats and the top 
rail are in contact with the substantially flat cutting 
surface ; 

a cutting assembly including a cutting blade having a 
cutting edge mounted to said frame for sliding along a 
movement axis toward and away from said receiving area, said 
movement axis having a first component of movement extending 
in a direction substantially parallel to said cutting surface 
and a second compcpent of movement extending in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to said cutting surface; and 

a driver connected with said cutting assembly for 
imparting sliding motion to said cutting assembly for moving 
said cutting blade lalong the movement axis toward said 
receiving area, whetein the cutting edge of said cutting blade 
simultaneously engages and cuts through the bottom rail, the 
slats and the head mil of said window covering. / 
^P-^ya^!* (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim 4^0, wherein 
the cutting edge of said cutting blade remains substantially 
parallel to said substantially flat cutting surface when 
engaging and cutting through the bottom rail, the slats and 
the head rail of said window covering. 

"^-^ fff. (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim^^, wherein 
said cutting edge of said cutting blade remains substantially 
parallel to said substantially flat cutting surface during 
movement along the movement axis . 

43. (New) \ The apparatus as claimed in claim 40, wherein 
each said slat has a major axis and a width defined by an axis 
extending substantially perpendicular to said major axis, and 
wherein when satfcTwindow covering is secured atop said 
substantially fe 1 a t T^t tHai g surface, the widths of said slats 
extend in planes th&t are substantially parallel to one ' 
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lanother and substantially perpendicular to saip substantially 
If 1 cutting surface. > j 

^rl (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim wherein 

said substantially flat cutting surface includes a first end 
and a second end opposite the first end, the second end of 
said cutting surface including a backup opposing the cutting 
edge of said cutting blade, and wherein said backup is adapted 
to engage the cutting edge after the cutting edge passes 
through the bottom rail, the slats and the head rail of said 
window covering for minimizing dulling of the cutting edge. 

(New) The apparatus as claimed in claim ^ , ^herein 
said backup is made of nylon. (b 

Jk€~. (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim \ said 
base further comprising a guide mandrel extending between the 
first and second ends of said cutting surface, wherein said 
guide mandrel is adapted to slide within an opening of said 
top rail for guiding movement of said window covering across 
said cutting surface. ^ 

(New) The apparatus as claimed in claim p£ , wherein 
said clamping assembly is movable across said substantially 
flat cutting surface toward said guide mandrel for compressing 
the bottom rail, the slats and the top rail between said 
clamping assembly and said guide mandrel. w ~~^ 

-#lTT (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim wherein 
said clamping assembly includes a clamping block engagable 
with the bottom rail of said window covering for urging the 
bottom rail toward the top rail so as to compress the slats 
between the bottom rail and the top rail. j 

(New) The apparatus as claimed in claim^^ wherein 
said cutting blade includes a pocketed portion that is thinner 
than a massive portion of said cutting blade that surrounds 
the pocketed portion, and wherein the cutting edge of said 
cutting blade is confined entirely with the pocketed portion 
of said cutting blade. 
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bw) The apparatus as claimed in claim 49, wherein 
the massive /portion of said cutting blade does not engage the 
bottom raill the slats and the top rail of said window 
^cove ring during a cutting operation. J 

1 (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim^<£ further 
comprising a measuring assembly adjacent the second end of 
said cutting surface for measuring an end portion of said 
window covering to be cut during a cutting operation, wherein 
said measuring assembly includes a stop block abutable against 
the end of said window covering being cut and linked with said 
driver for moving away from said window covering during a 
operation. 

((Ne&) An apparatus for cutting a window covering 
including a hepd rail, a bottom rail and slats extending 
between the he&d rail and the bottom rail, said apparatus 
comprising : 

a base having a substantially flat cutting surface; 
a frame overlying said cutting surface and mounted to 
said base; 

said base including a clamping assembly adapted for 
securing the botto^i rail, the slats and the top rail of said 
window covering in side-by-side arrangement atop said 
cutting surface so Ghat the bottom rail, the slats and the top 
rail are in contact \rith the substantially flat cutting 
surface ; 

a cutting assembly including a cutting blade having a 
cutting edge mounted op said frame for sliding along a 
movement axis toward and away from said cutting surface, said 
movement axis having a If irst component of movement extending 
in a direction substantially parallel to said cutting surface 
and a second component c^f movement extending in a direction 
substantially perpendicular to said cutting surface; and 

a driver connected with said cutting assembly for moving 
said cutting blade along Ithe movement axis toward said cutting 
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surface, wherein the cutting edge ofl said cutting blade 
simultaneously engages and cuts through the bottom rail, the 
slats and the head rail of said window covering, and wherein 
the cutting edge of said cutting bla&e remains substantially 
parallel to said substantially flat Gutting surface when 
engaging and cutting through the bottpm rail, the slats and 
the head rail of said window covering 

53. (New) r Sjjcie apparatus as claimed in claim 52, wherein 
each said slat hasla major axis and a width defined by an axis 
extending substantially perpendicular to said major axis, and 
wherein when said v&ndow covering is secured atop said 
substantially flat putting surface, the widths of said slats 
extend in planes that are substantially parallel to one 
another and substantially perpendicular to said substantially 
flat cutting surface 

54. (New) The/^gparatus as claimed in claim 52, wherein 
when said window covfeftwH^Ls secured atop said cutting surface 
each said slat has aV&idtfi Extending in a plane that is 
substantially perpendicular to said substantially flat cutting 

rface. \ } 1 



(New) The apparatus as claimed in claim wherein 



said substantially flat cutting surface includes a first end 
and a second end opposite the first end, the second end of 
said cutting surface including a backup opposing the cutting 
edge of said cutting blade, and wherein said backup is adapted 
to engage the cutting edge after the cutting edge passes 
through the bottom rail, the slats and the head rail of said 
window covering for minimizing dulling of the cutting edge. 

J t^JErGT? (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim ^said 
base further comprising a guide mandrel extending between 
first and second ends of said cutting surface, wherein said 
guide mandrel is adapted to engage said top rail for guiding 
movement of said window covering across said cutting surface. 
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fS^* (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim^^ff wherein 
said clamping assembly is movable across said substantially 
flat cutting surface and toward said guide mandrel for 
compressing the bottom rail, the slats and the top rail 
between said clamping assembly and said guide mandrel. . — 

J ^p^rff. (New) The apparatus as claimed in claim ^ \ wherein 
said cutting blade includes a pocketed portion that is thinner 
than a massive portion of said cutting blade, the massive 
portion of said cutting blade surrounding the pocketed 
portion, and wherein the cutting edge of said cutting blade is 
confined entirely with the pocketed portion of said cutting 




(N&w) The apparatus as claimed in claim 58, wherein 
massive pprtion of said cutting blade does not engage the 
bottom rail, |he slats and the top rail of said window 
covering during a cutting operation. 
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